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 MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Location: In Person 

Date/Time:  1/21/25 – 9:00am 

Notes By: Janine Glaeser, UW-Madison 
FP&M, CPLA 

Project: Design Review Board – January 2025 

Re: DRB Meeting Notes 

File:                   P:\SHARE\Design Review Board\2025 
MEETINGS\01-21-25 MTG\ 

 

 

Agenda (Virtual):  
 

1. Grainger Hall First Floor Dining Renovation & Addition  
Design Presentation – DRB #3 Informational Presentation  
 

 
Committee Attendees:  

Heidi Natura  
Mary Czynszak-Lyne  
Kevin Firchow  
Rafeeq Asad  
Terry Steelman  
Tonia Pittman 
Ex Officio: Scott Utter  
Ex Officio: Peter Schlecht 
Staff: Janine Glaeser 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING NOTES 

December 17th DRB Meeting Notes were approved. 
- Czynszak-Lyne motioned to approve; Steelman seconded motion 

 
DISCLOSURES AND RECUSALS 

- None 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
- Utter read the Land Acknowledgement 
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DRB Item #1:   Grainger Hall First Floor Dining Renovation & Addition  
Design Presentation – DRB #3 Informational Presentation  

Attendees:  
- Scott Ackatz, Workshop Architects 
- Andrew Peters, Workshop Architects 
- Kathleen Ferro, Saiki Design 
- Tim Bent, UW Grainger School of Business 
- Jonathan Wolf, UW Grainger School of Business 
- Mark Bastian, CPD PM FP&M 
- Lexie Baslington, Administration FP&M 
- Aaron Williams, CPLA FP&M 
- Paula Veltum, Assistant Vice Chancelor Real Estate FP&M 
- Ginny Routhe, Assistant Vice Chancelor CPD FP&M 
- Sadie Derouin, Office of Sustainability FP&M 
- Jonathan Bronk, CPLA FP&M 
- Rhonda James, CPLA FP&M 
- Van Van Wyk II, CPD FP&M 
- David Petrulis, CPD FP&M 
- Morgan Barthen, FP&M 
- Ben Schmidt, FP&M 
- Jessica Hamm, FP&M 

 
Utter provided a Preamble:    
The project was identified in the 2023 Multi-Building Dining Study as an opportunity for expanding 
student services at Grainger Hall.  The project proposes to construct a south facing two story 8,200 s.f. 
addition and interior first floor 31,500 s.f. renovation.  The first-floor renovation includes some 
expanded student workspaces and dining options.  The new south facing two story atrium will allow for 
study, dining, and event spaces as well as a rooftop garden.  The south facing ground level courtyard 
and north facing outdoor areas will be renovated to allow for more landscaping and seating areas.   
 
The DRB last reviewed this project on 10/15/24.  The JCAC heard an informational presentation on 
9/26/24.  JCAC will need to formally refer this to DRB on 1/23/25 before DRB reviews for final approval 
on 2/18/25.     
 
JCAC & DRB Review:   

- DRB #1: Info 5/21/24 
- JCAC: Info 9/26/24 
- DRB #2: SD  10/15/24 
- DRB #3: DD   1/21/25 
- JCAC: Referral  1/23/25 
- DRB #4: Final  2/18/25 

 
Project Schedule: 

- Schematic Design  June 2024 
- BOR/Design Devel September 2024 
- Construction Start May 2025 

 
Design team presented the project overview.  Meeting recording is available via DRB website.     
 
 



 

3 
 

DRB comments: 
- Steelman Comments: 

o Asked why this is an informational presentation if the project is this far along.  
o Staff responded the 1/23 JCAC referral will bring this back to DRB on 2/18 for final 

approval. 
 

- Czynszak-Lyne’s comments: 
o Noted she liked the  improvements 

o Asked a question about the height and length of the south facing courtyard 36” high 
wall along Johnson St. 

• AE Reply: Straight section along street is about 30’ long and 36” high  
o Asked if a bench could be incorporated on back of wall on Johnson to make it feel more 

welcoming.   
• AE Reply: An earlier version of the project did have a bench facing Johnson but it 

was eliminated due to maintenance & plowing.  The curved planters that flank 
this area are at seat wall height and invite guests to enter into the plaza.  

- Steelman Comments: 
o Noted he is keen on this project, have been since onset, and in line with changes made.   

 
- Firchow Comments:  

o Agreed with colleagues and appreciated the simplification of items.  
 

- Asad Comments 
o Noted he liked the design and had no additional comments.  

 
- Pittman Comments: 

o Noted they thought the design was great and had no additional comments.  
 

- Natura comments:  
o Noted she was impressed with project and liked the materiality choices. 
o Asked a question about the roof deck sedum interplanting with perennials -can you 

plant bigger perennials to have them visible sooner? 
o Asked whether sedums were selected for sun or shade or a mix?    There will be a lot of 

shade on the roof and it may need microclimates, different zones to make this more 
successful out of gate. 

• AE Reply: We can take another refined look at the mixes. 
o Asked a question about rooftop lighting impacts on the bird community and the 

distinction of festoon lighting versus twinkle lights. Consider festoon lighting that has 
more downlighting. 

o Appreciated approach to frit and adding detail to that mandate.   
o Noted the south courtyard stormwater approach for a cistern looked small and asked 

for more information on how much it is holding. 
• AE Reply:  The courtyard section drawing shows the storage capability for the 

100 year event.  The size is based on that parameter and the structural limits of 
the parking level below..   

o Asked if the water detention was planned use for irrigation 
• AE Reply: No irrigation is intended to come from system 

o Asked if the north plaza could have plaza trees or grates, anything to warm this area. 
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• AE Reply:  We were exploring planters and could do both.  The challenge is this 
area is close to building and the building provides a lot of shade to this plaza.   

o Noted that if there were some trees to move through it would create more inviting 
plaza.  Diervilla is a good candidate for the strip along bike parking, but double check 
salt tolerance and diversify. 

o  
Public Comment 

- Jonathan Bronk: 
o Can we have Physical Plant verify if they are going to be able to window wash behind 

the baguettes?  It looks like it would be difficult to get to the windows to wash. 
o  Has a lighting study been done? The bar lights above the bike parking on the south 

plaza may not be needed with enough ambient light from the street lights.  
o We've struggled with sedums on green roofs when microclimates are not thought 

through well. We end up with bare beds. Picking plants that will thrive is more 
important than any creating patterns or maximizing extended bloom times.  

o Diervilla has worked well on campus in this condition   
 
Schlecht provided a summary of comments: 

- These are positive steps forward and we would like to see building materials at the next 
meeting.   

 
 
 
February 18, 2025 is the next DRB meeting and it will be in person. 

- Anticipated January agenda items include the Frautschi Center and Grainger Hall Dining 
Renovation and Addition. 

 
These notes are what the writer understands of the proceedings. Please contact or email any changes to 
the writer within 5 working days if not in concurrence.  End of meeting notes. 


