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 MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Location: In Person 

Date/Time:  11/19/24 – 9:00am 

Notes By: Janine Glaeser, UW-Madison 
FP&M, CPLA 

Project: Design Review Board – November 2024 

Re: DRB Meeting Notes 

File:                   P:\SHARE\Design Review Board\2024 
MEETINGS\11-19-24 MTG\ 

 

 

Agenda (Virtual):  
 

1. Vilas Hall Courtyard   Accessibility Renovation  
Final Design Review – Vote Requested 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: Review 2025 DRB Meeting Calendar 

 
Committee Attendees:  

Heidi Natura  
Mary Czynszak-Lyne  
Kevin Firchow  
Rafeeq Asad  
Terry Steelman  
Tonia Pittman 
Ex Officio: Scott Utter  
Ex Officio: Peter Schlecht 
Staff: Janine Glaeser 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING NOTES 

October 15th  DRB Meeting Notes were approved. 
- Czynszak-Lyne motioned to approve, Steelman seconded motion 

 
DISCLOSURES AND RECUSALS 

- None 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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DRB Item #1:  Vilas Hall Courtyard Accessibility Renovation 
 Final Design Review – Vote Requested 

 
Attendees:  

- Mark Kruser, OPN Architects 
- Grant Bauermeister, OPN Architects 
- Matt Dapp, DFD PM 
- Casey Alton Ward, UW FP&M PM 
- Lexie Baslington, Administration FP&M 
- Molly Lenz, Administration FP&M 
- Aaron Williams, CPLA FP&M 
- Paula Veltum, Assistant Vice Chancelor Real Estate FP&M 
- Sadie Derouin, Sustainability FP&M 
- Jonathan Bronk, CPLA FP&M 
- Robin Fisher 

 
Preamble:    
The proposed exterior design modifications include the renovation of the North Court entry on University 
Ave. to provide a new concrete stair and ramp and additional bike parking. The DRB last reviewed this 
project on 10/15/24.  This project is requesting final approval from the DRB. 
 
DRB Review & History - Anticipated:   

- DRB #1 Info  7/18/23 
- JCAC Info   1/25/24 
- DRB #2   3/19/24 
- JCAC    3/28/24 
- DRB #3   10/15/24 
- DRB#4   11/19/24 

 
Project Schedule: 

- Bid Date  Mar 2025 
- Start Construction May 2025 
- Substantial Completion Dec  2025 

 
Design team presented the project updates since the 10/15/24 DRB meeting.    
 
DRB comments: 

- Steelman Comments: 
o Concerned about the proportions of the entry openings into the courtyard – too similar 
o Requested more landscaping  

- Czynszak-Lyne Comments 
o Requested clarification on how the new design addresses potential skate boarders  
o Requested information on type of wood being used for seats 

- Natura comments:  
o Appreciated the addition of wood seating areas – makes space more inviting 
o Expressed concern about rail design – 3 different attachment styles.  Suggest simplify 

railing and bring attachment off of the ground 
o Asked to match existing rail material – aluminum 

• Staff preference was for powder coated steel 
o Expressed concern for landscaping survival without irrigation 

• Staff discussed with grounds team – there is a plan to work with existing 
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resources using hose bib on building. 
- Utter Comments: 

o Recommended the concrete not be textured and asked there be an effort to match 
color of existing concrete finish.  Do not make the new concrete bright white against an 
existing patina finish. 

o Commented on the height of modules  - suggested to simplify where 2” or 3” offsets to 
align. 

o Agreed with comments on simplifying the railing  
 

- Asad comments  
o Agree with Natura’s comments about the railing and how the post against the wall 

complicating maintenance 
- Firchow comments 

o Agree with comments made. No additional comments.  
 

- Steelman Comments: 
o Agree with Natura’s comments on the railings and suggest cleaning up the details – 

study option to mount posts in ground.  Concerned re: mounting posts off the ground. 
• Staff requested not mounting posts in ground due to maintenance 

o Suggest the design team challenge the materiality 
 

- Czynszak-Lyne Comments 
o Requested clarification on lighting – are two fixtures enough for this courtyard? 

• Design team note the lights are 360 degrees and high intensity.  There is 
additional lighting in entry soffits and from streetlamps. 

- Pittman comments 
o Agree with comments made. No additional comments.  

- Natura comments:  
o Asked for clarification on the bike rack style 

• Team noted what is shown in photos is not correct – new bike racks will match 
campus standards 

- Schlecht Comments: 
o Suggested the DRB could approve today, subject to staff review, including rails, bike 

racks, lighting - photometric plan.   
o Commented on ramp options A&B and noted campus preference for Universal Design 

• Staff from Accessibility team preferred Option B – more visibility for passing. 
o Noted Universal Design is a priority for campus 

 
Public Comment:  

Robin Fisher:  Vilas Hall is home to faculty and students day/night.  Our community is 
passionate about the arts and communications.  This building presents obstacles, some issues 
easily addressed, while others require more thoughtful solutions.  The best existing path to this 
building is inconvenient.  These ADA renovations will solve these problems, regardless of what 
it looks like.  I urge you to approve and keep this project on schedule.   

 
Jonathan Bronk:   Noted the concrete finish is a "patina" and the exposed aggregate creates 
color differentiation between the blocks.  Mentioned that salt application in the winter rots out 
the railing posts and we see this all over campus. The bike racks shown in renderings are not 
the campus standard. 
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Motion:  Natura motioned to approve subject to revisiting the railing detailing and the design 
team providing a lighting study – photometric plan.  
 
Steelman seconded the motion and added a clarification asking staff to look at possibility of the 
handicapped ramp having additional modules at the first landing.  
 
All in favor – Motion carries.  

 
 
 
December  17, 2024 is the next DRB meeting and it will be virtual. 

- Anticipated December agenda items include the Frautschi Center and Lakeshore Path 
Lighting/Paving Study 

 
These notes are what the writer understands of the proceedings. Please contact or email any changes to 
the writer within 5 working days if not in concurrence. 

End of meeting notes. 


