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DEFINITIONS

What is a "cultural landscape"?

The following document is based on concepts and techniques developed by the National Park
Service. The NP8as produced a seriesranualdor identifying, describing, and maintaining
culturaly significant landscapes within the national park system.

TheNational Park Servicdefines acultural landscapeas

€éa geographic area, including both cultural and n
domestic animals therein[,] associated with adnistevent, activity, or person, or [one]
that exhibits other cultural or aesthetic valées.

In 1925, geographer Carl Sauer (188%¥5) summarized the process that creates cultural

|l andscapes: ACulture is the afgraltandscapethee nat ur al e
r e s @Sintilarly, the writer J. B. Jackson (190996) looked upon the landscape as a
composition of spaces made or modified by humans
our collectfive existence. 0

What is a "cultural | andscape inventory"?

This cultural landscape inventory for John Muir Park is one of eight such studies produced for the
UW-Madison Cultural Landscape Resource Plan. Each inventory defines the boundaries of a
distinct cultural landscape on campus, sumpegrits history, describes its current condition,
assesses its integrity, and makes recommendations about its treatment. In addition to these eight
cultural landscape inventories, two compardocumentsound out the resource plan; they cover

the archaealgy andoverall history of the campu$his collection ofdocumentss collectively
entitled,fCultural Landscape Report for the University of Wiscoadisono Within the

national park system,aultural landscape report(CLR) serves as the primary geitb the

treatment and use of a cultural landscape.

Overleaf:Muir Knoll dedication, 1918. Judge Milton Seward Griswold is the speaker at the
podium. The bronze bust of Muir was sculpted b$.@®ietro, and dedicated in1916 (digpire
6).

! The most recent and comprehensive of these publicatignSiside to Cultural Landscape Reports:
Contents, Process, angdhniquespublished in 1998. Its lead author, Robert R. Page, is director of the
Olmsted Center for Landscape Studies, based at the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site in
Charlestown, MAhttp://www.nps.goXoclp

2U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park Servic&uide to Cultural Landscape Reports:
Contents, Process, and TechnigussRobert R. Page, Cathy A. Gilbert, and Susan A. Dolan
(Washington: 1998), 129.

car | Sauer , AThaedMo alpred @rid difg: A Seldctio from the Writings of Carl
Ortwin Sauer ed. John Leighly (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1969), 343.

* John Brinckerhoff Jacksoliscovering the Vernacular Landscafléew Haven, CT: Yale University
Press1984), 8.

® The term "culturalandscapénventory" is not to be confused with the NPS Cultluahdscapes
Inventory, a computerized database of cultural landscapes within the national park system.
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRTERIA

TheU.S. Congressreated the National Register of Historic Places in 1966, launchir
ongoing census of historic properties. To be eligible for the National Register, a prq
must meet specific requirements. Finstldoremost, an eligible landscape must have
significance: in American history, in architecture (including landscape architecture
planning), in archaeology, in engineering, or to specific cultures.

Understanding the historic context in which a laragh® developed is key to determinir
its significance. To qualify for the National Register, a cultural landscape must be g
to be significant according to one or more of the four Criteria for Evaluation:

A. Associated with events that have made aifiggmt contribution to the
broad patterns of our history, or

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past, or

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method

construction, or that represents the work ofester, or that possesses
high artistic values, or that represents a significant and distinguishab
entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to
archaeological or historicknowledge.

Properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places are primarily of state o
significance. Nationally significant propertesuchas UWMa di son 6 s d Da
may be designated National Historic Landmarks (NHL) by the Secreftaing Interior.
NHLs also are listed on the National Register.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Inventory unit name John Muir Park

Current name: John Muir ParkMuir Knoll, Muir Woods

Historic names:Bascom WoodsSt or y t e f BlaekHawk Kndli’ | |

National Registerstatus John Muir Parks part of the Bascom Hill Historic District,
which wasenteredon the National Register of Historic Pladesl974.

TABLE 1: KEY TO PLACE NAMES
Extant features

Official name® Location Other orformer name(s)

47 DA-1208 Archaeological| Muir Knoll Muir Knoll, workshop site

Site Inventory (ASI)

Arthur D. Hasler Laboratory| 680 N. Park St. Hydrobiology Laboratory,

of Limnology Limnology Laboratory

Black Hawk Knoll Site of Carillon Name no leger in common usage

Tower

Carillon Tower 1160 Observatory Dr|

Helen C. White Hall 600 N. Park St. Undergraduate library

Howard Temin Parallels shore Lakeshore path L o vaeer 6 s

Lakeshore Path of Lake Mendota (eastern segment of path)

John Muir Park Bascom Woods, Muir Woods,
University Woods

Muir Knoll Storytellerds Hi

Water Science and 660 N. Park St. Hydraulic Laboratory, Hydraulic and

Engineering Laboratory Sanitary Laboratory

William H. Sewell Social 1180 Observatory Dr| EcoromicsSociologyAnthropology

Sciences Building Building, Social Studies, Social
Science, Social Sciences Building

® Charles E. BrownCampus Landmarks; Prepared for thedJof Students, University of Wisconsin

Summer SessignMadi son: Wi sconsin State Historical Mus eum,
yet be | ast i ngMadisomOapitaldimesit Octoldlar 19563, 0

"The hill at the western end of Muir Wds, just outside the proposed boundaries of the John Muir Park

cultural landscape, formerly was called Black Hawk Knoll. The class of 1888 dedicated a memorial to

Black Hawk on the knoll in June 1913. Reports on the construction of the Carillon Tovg3433.

identify the site as Black Hawk Knoll. The name continued to be used as late as 1950.

8 As listed on Facility Name Registry, Space Management Office, University of Wiseldiasiison:
http://www?2.fpm.wig.edu/smo/(accessed May 2009)
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Non-extant features

Name Status

Class of 1961 terrace Demolished 2009

Ski slide (wood) Built 1919, burned 1930

Ski slide (steel) Built 1932, relocated to Hoyt Pafle57
John Muir Locust Designated 1919, cut 1953

Water Reservoir Demolished 2009

Commemorative objectsd

Name Location

Academic Staff rustic bench Along trail between Muir Knlb overlook and
lakeshore path, installed 2008

Anderson boulder Western edgeyiuir Knoll overlook

Bascom Hill Historic District marker:| Near sidewalk leading to overlook; marker
ANatural Wonder s |installed 2001

Black Hawk boulder Easterredge, Social Sciences Building plaza
Brittingham rune stone South of Muir Knoll overlook
Brittingham plaque Next to Brittingham rune stone

Class memorial s
(Class of 1889, 1891, 1893, 1897,

, | Along northern edge of Observaydrive

1899, 1905)

Minji Kim bench Along sidewalk leading to overlook; memorial
Minji Kim, student

Muir Knoll boulder John Muir Park; northeast of North Hall

Robert E. Gar d S| Muir Knoll overlook, dedicated 2010

°Dani el Einstein, AUW Co%Rebroao/2a i (viea Qiblj ietcitess Rlearsniomg
Managemat, UW-Madison)

19 Although the Black Hawk boulder lies just outside the proposed boundary of the John Muir Paid histo

|l andscape, itdéds included on this |list due to its hist
class gift (donated by the Class of 1888; dedicated June 1913).
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Location Map:

Community
Gardens

John Muir Park

THE UNIVERSITY
WISCONSIN Cultural Landscape Resource Plan
maprsen Cultural Landscapes on Campus - John Muir Park
Facilities Planning & Management

Figure 1: Location of John Muir Park on campus 2004.

Figure 2: Component landscapes of the Bascom Hill Historic District
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Existing boundary description: The National Registeramination forthe Bascom Hill
Historic District (which includes John Muir Parklpes not provide written boundary
description. However, a drawing in AppendiofAthe nomination shows the boundary
indicated in figurs 1 and2.** The nomination indicates that thehn Muir Parlsite
contains sven acres of land\ proposed boundary description is provided below and
illustrated in figure 3.

Proposed boundary ascription: The proposed boundary of tR®hn Muir Parkistoric
landscape&encompassese entire wooded area that lies north of Obseryddrive
between Charter Street and Helen C. White,Haltl south of the Howard Temin
Lakeshore Path, th&rthur D. Haslerl_aboratoryof Limnology, the Water Science and
Engineering Labratory, and the parking lot and driveways associated with these
buildings (figure 3)This area is roughl@.7 acres larger than that indicated in the
National Registenomination, resulting in a total area of approximately 7.7 acres.

! State Historical Society of Wisconsin, "Bascom Hill Historic Districtdtinal Register of Historic
Places InventosNomination form, prepared by Jeffery M. Dean, 1974.
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[ —————————

—

Howard Temin Lakeshore Path
Lake Mendota

boundary of the
John Muir Park
Historic Landscape

Existing boundary Stone re
of Bascom Hill Concrete reservoir —@
Historio Distoiot Muir Overlook [ ] ’

Carillon Tower

»
R S <
e y— eyt

== . y
e W —— 2 - .

ey Y o
. S -0 S —— SS—

Figure 4: Aerial view after construction of Social Sciences Buildingl964.
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CHRONOLOGY:

12,000 B.Ppresent: Native American
1 For at least 14,00@ears Native Nations have livedthe area that we now
refer to as the main university campus. Ancient cultural materials, including
projectile points, ceramics and burial mounds attest to this long occupation.
An ancient workshop site (ASI 47 DB208) is located on Muir Knoll.
1830s1850s:Early European Settlement
1 Wild berries gathered from bushes on slopes
1861-1863: John Muir on the University Campus
1 Feb. 1861John Muir takes up residence in North Hall
1 Spring 1861 Muir has his first informal lesson in botany beneath a black
locust near North Hall
T 186 3: Muir departs the University of Wi
Wildernesso
1860si 1920s University Woods
1 The wooded slope northwest of North Hall is ussdirewood gathering,
recreationandoutdoorinstruction.
1 1914: Waterreservoirconstructed for use by Hydrauliaboratory, parapet
walls designed to create student gathering place.
1918i present Muir Knoll
T 1918: Muir Knoll designated as a memor.i
Knol | boul der o pl aced.
1 19191955: Wooen ski jump (replaced by steel in 1932) constructed from
Muir Knoll down to Lake Mendota; ski jump tournaments held on site.
1 1940: 800 black locust trees planted on the knoll to help prevent erosion.
1 1942145: Muir Knoll and ski jump used for military traimg exercises
1920spresent Bascom Woods
1 In 192Q the main administtave building on campus, named Main Hall or
University Hall, was given the new name of Bascom Hall. In the following
years the wooded area to the north of the building graduallycodke
informal name of Bascom Woods.
1 Class memorialmarkersare movedo an area adjacent to Observatory Drive,
near Muir Knoll,formererly locatecdiround Bascom Hall.
195871 present: John Muir Park
1 195866: Construction of Social Sciences Buildingtdags onethird of
Bascan Woods. Irresponse to faculty protests regarding the loss of the
woods theadministratioragrees to protect the remaining natural area from
future development
1962: Thredevelterraceconstructedvith funds from Class of 196
1964.Sevetacr e fiJohn Muir Parko officially d
laboratory not to be disturbed by future university development.
1 2009: Water reservoir arMuir Knoll overlook demolished. Formé&iass of
1961 terraceeplaced with the RobeE. Gard Storytellers Circle, a stone

= =4
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seating areaThe concrete debris from tldemolitions was buried in the
cavity formed by the former reservoi2010: Dedication of Robert E. Gard
Storytellers Circle, September 24.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFCANCE

Cultural landscape type Historic site

Current use/function: Overlook, passive recreation, woodland preservation,
commemoration of individuals and classes

Historical functions: Ski jump (recreation), outdoor laboratory for learning, ROTC
training, natural areaite ofwaterreservoir forHydraulicsLaboratory, commemoration
National Geodetic Survey station (Wisconsin OM 1102)

Historical significance
John Muir Parks a portion of the Bascom Hill Historic Distriethich islisted on the
National Registeof Historic Placeor its significarceaccording to Criterion X asthe:

€ most historic cluster of institutional buildings in Wiscongtnen beyond this

it is a sensitive mix of urban and natural spaces comprising a memorable and

coherehwhole signifiant in itself. The buildings themselves are of major

statewide significance, but together in their interrelationships and their relation to

6Coll ege Hill®d and Madi sonés natural environ
greater identity that is tHBascom Hill Hitoric District™

The nominatiordescribes John Muir Park as a

€ sevar-acre wooded area, formerlyduawn as Bascom Woodghatjwas named

in honor of naturalist Johduir by the regents in 195% threelevel overlook

surveying the waters of Lake Mendetaea s constructed on the par kos
1962. Official dedication of the park as a laboratory for the study of pladts a

animals took place in 196At the dedication, botany professor Grant Cottam

described the park as .Wemeeherdalivingt ur ebs hi st o]
document that serves as a primer for those students just beginning to read biology

and as a technical encyclopedia for the more kadgéabled Muir Knoll,

formeﬁly a campus ski jump, is marked by a reditbeudedicated to Muir in

1918.

In addition to its significance according to CriterionJdhn Muir Parks potentially
significant according to Criterion r its association with JohMuir. The site
commemorateMu i r 8 te thacampus”No University, it seemed to me, could be

more admirably situated,"” Muir recalled shortly before his death. As Muir "sauntered
about" the campus, he was "charmed with its fine lawns and trees and beautiful’lakes."
While living in North Hall,Muir receivedhis firstinformal botany lessoninder ablack
locusttreenearthe knoll.He eventuallyeft the University of Wisconsin for the

”?see box, fANational Register Criteria,o p. 7.
B¥Statement of significance, fABascom Hill Historic Dis
14 |h;

Ibid.

15 John Muir, The Story of My Boyhood anuth(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1913; San Francisco,
Sierra Club, 1989), 160.
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AUNi vethaWitlyd eorfihates Bluirvent on to foster the nationalrfa system
and the Sierra ClulAdditionally, John Muir Park is significant for provid) recreation
andoutdooreducatioropportunitiesToday; it continues to serve as an outdoor
laboratoryfor students at the University of Wiscondiadison.

John Muir Parlalsois potentially signiftant according to Criterion D. Native American
burial mouniswere present between North Hall and Lake Mendbefare the area was
developedAlthough aboveground features are no longer extamthaeological deposits
hawe been documented in the arikas possible thabther archaeologicaésources have
remaired intact:’

Periods of ggnificance

The period of gnificance for the Bascom Hill Historic District is 183B69.Significant
dates/periods in the history of John Muir Pentdude 1861 1863, when John Mir lived
and studied on campusie cedication & Muir Knoll in 1918;the designatiorof Muir
Woodsin 1959 and the dedication @diohn Muir Park in 1964.

16 |t

Ibid.
" Wisconsin Historical Society, Office of the State Archaeologisthase | Archaeological Survey of
Muir Knoll, University of WisconsiMadison, Dane County, Wisesin(Madison: State Archaeologist,
2003), 5.
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LANDSCAPE HISTORY

John Muir (1838-1914)

John Muir was born in Dunbar, Scotlama April 21,1838 (figure 5) While still a
young boy, he showedanterest in the natural beauty and wildlife of the surrounding
countrysideln 1849, vhenMuir was eleveryears olgdhe and his familygmigratedo the
United States testablish darmin MarquetteCounty, WisconsinDuringMu i eadys
years in Americaintense manual labor was required of all the famigmbers for
survival. Although Muirworked hardnthefamily farm, he also arosearly in the
morning tostudy, before tacklinghis chores'®

In addition to studyingMuir enjoyedinventing At the uging of a neighbor, Muitook
several of his inventions to the stasrf(held at what is now Camp Randall on the
University of WisconsirfMadisoncampus)or exhibitionin September 186Mis
inventions were well received by the press and he was offgauin a small machine
and foundry shop in Prairie du Chiéfithin a few monthshowever Muir moved to
Madison and began to dream about a life at the University of Wisconsin. Later, Muir
recalls, Al was desperat el wilifngtoregurey and
anything®to get it.o

Figure 5: John Muir, 1863

18 Muir, Story of My Boyhoqdl 38 ff.
“Ibid, 153.
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Muir at the University of Wisconsin 18611863

Muir was able to enroll in the second term of the 186@cademic year, beginning in
February 1861nitially he was assigned to tipeeparatory departmeriut he was

quickly transferred into the regular academic program once he demonstrated proficiency
in basic subjectdHe received his firsinformal lesson in botany undertdack locust tree

near the steps &orth Hdl from Milton S. Griswold,a classmatgprobably in the spring

of 1861 Mui r cheaneed iby t he | esson and went

éflying to the woods and ameradhwayat i n wi |l d ent |
every opportunity, making long excursions round the lakdbegag specimens

and keeping them fresh in a bucket in my room to study at night after my regular

classes were learned:; for my eyes never closed on the plant glory | h&l seen.

John Mur left the university in 18631e became one of the most famous reists in
the United Stateso-founding the Sierra Cluandplayinga major rde in the
establishment of the nationank systemHe wrote of leaving Madisan

From the top of a high hill on the north side of Lake Mendota | gained a last
wistful, lingering view of the beautiful University grounds and buildings where |
had spent so many hungry and happy and hopefgl @agre with streaming

eyes | bade snblessed Alma Mater fareweBut | was only leaving one
University for another, the Wisconsin Unigay for the University of the
Wilderness?

In 1897, thee gent s r e c ocaghrevementdy cdmferring arshonorary doctor of
lawsdegreeuponhim.?®

®The dates for Muiroés residency on campus have been r
Frequently these dates conflict with each other. Muir dichelp matters with hisompositerecollections

in his autobiography, where he casually lumps experiences in a manner not supported by university records
or his leters from this period A review of records in the UW Archives in 2013 indicates that Igjpémt a

total of six terms on campus during the petiadruary 1864June 1863. During thigme the university

movedfrom an academic year of two -38ek terms to three i8eek terms. His 85 weeks of academic
attendance are equal to 2.6 years in theectiuniversity calendar.

2L Muir, Story of My Boyhood 157-158.

*2 bid, 159160.

% Record of the meetings of the Regents of the University of Wisconsin; IS8 University of
WisconsinMadison Archives; Series 1/1/1, Vol. E. 23 June 1897.

John Muir Park (rev. 2015) Pagel7 of 55




University of WisconsinMadison
Cultural Landscape Inventory

Dedication of Muir Knoll

Professodulius E. Olsonlongtime coordinator of h e u n icogmenensemeny 0 s
activities,originally asked theagentdo consider nming the knoll near North Hall éh
fiMuir Knoll.0 Olson offeredo arrange for a ceremormn Alumni Day. Muir Knoll was
officially dedicatedon Junel8,1918 Dr. Charles H. Vilas delered the dedication
addressJudgeMilton S.Gr i s wo | d NorthdHallvbormmai@ Gharles E. Vromagn
alsospoke(figure 6)**

Il n June 1919, the annual al umni Nfzigzag par a
asked the assembled party to decide whiclewéral trees on the hill was to be

desynated the AJOohe duowuplLdBbecuomani mously found
nearest North Hall was theonevich i ch John Muir refers in his
Ol son Ato have thé& same suitably marked. o

Figure 6: Muir Knoll dedication, 1918. Judge Milton Seward Griswold is the speaker at the
podium. The bronze bust of Muir was sculpted by C.S. Pietro, and dedicated in 1916.

#Record of te meetings of the Regents of the University of Wisconsin, 1844, University of

WisconsinrMadi son Archi ves; Seriesl1l/ 1/ 1, Vol . J, 17 April
Wisconsin Alumni Magazine 1@ugust 1918), 24@49.

BAVi ct or ¥ eaone Wisemsin Alumni Magazir2d (August 1919): 2734.
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Class nemorials

During thelate nineteentttentury andnto the earlhytwentiethcentury, it was common

for graduating classes &wectmemorias, typically stone markerbeaing the class
graduation yeafThese class memorials were often placed in the Watatbrth ofMain

Hall (now Bascom Hall)n the areanow known aslohn Muir Park® After several

decades of acceptirtge class memorials, thegentdecameconcerned abouhe
appearance of the ground®egent Magnus Swenson indicated that the cluster of stones
had taken on the appearance of a grave¥/aBy.1926, low marble monuments in the
JohnMuirParkar ea i ncluded those dedicaterd to the
and 099, a sSomeoftheseavere relocated toghis site when moved from
their original locations in front of Bascohll.?®

John Muir Parlcontinued to be a popular site for placing memaoyriatduding circular
bencheslonated by the I@ss of 1961and several boulderA. red granite boulder
inscribedfi Mui r 0Kmwdli Ic h wdahesitpby the Jorth MoirdiViing Club;
the Brittingham Runé&tone, a giffrom Viking Scholarkip students; and the Anderson
boulder, which resembles a Viking ship and honors Ra@nAsderson(18461936)
Andersonthe first Wisconsinborn professoat the uiversity, foundedthe first
permanent Scandinavian studies department in an Améristtution®® Theclass
memoriat are clustered near the sidewaléngthe southerrborderof John Muir Park
adjacent tdDbservatory Drivéfigure 7)

Figure 7: Class nemorials looking west along ObservatoryDrive, 2004

*Theodore HerfurthSifting and Winnowing: A Chapter in the History of the University of Wisconsin.
(Madison: University of Wisconsin, 1949%ttp://www.library.wisc.edu/etext/WIRead@ccessed 29

February 2004).

2" bid., citingMadison Democra23 June 1910, andilwaukee Journal28 June 1910.

BMat hilda Fink, fCIl asWiscansirf Alusini Magazioen§®ctoben 128)mA&.r ks, 0
29 Edwin Broun FredA University remembei@ladison: University of Wisconsin, 1969), -73.

John Muir Park (rev. 2015) Pagel9of 55



http://www.library.wisc.edu/etext/WIReader

University of WisconsinMadison
Cultural Landscape Inventory

Ski jumps

The steepbluff whereMuir Knoll meetsLake Mendotgrovided an ideal location for ski
jumping (figure 8) In 1919 Norwegian students budtwoodenski jumpthere On11
January 192(he ski jump officially openedA month latey on 14 Februarythe first ski
jumpingtournamentvas held at the sit&.

Figure 8: Original ski jump at Muir Knoll , 1920

The original ski slide was replaceden\Christmas break, 1920, with a taller jump. The

Norwegian engineering students who designed the slide used dismantled bleachers from

Camp Randall to build the supporting scaffold. The slide featured two platforms, 26 and

35 feet above ground level. Thegineerc al cul at ed t heugoypi cal ride
landing at the foot of the hitls 50 miles per hodt.

Thejumpremained in uséor about eightyears eventually falling into disrepaim

October 1931a group of students celebrdte h e B a d gak viceoy ovér @ wdud

by burning it dowr? Appropriately, the class of 1932 designated a portion of their class

gift to be used for the construction of a new sfitiehe Wisconsin Hoofers agreed to

take on the project and approached the regents for\agpRians for the new steel

structure were drawn by the state engi{igure 9 and 105* The Wisconsin Alumni
Magazineannounced completion of the new slide in January 1933, and it was dedicated

on 11 February during ceremonies that attracted jumpemnfr A a | | parts of the

¥Finn Aanesen, fSkWiscagnoitumni Magaziiei (Easzch h980): h25126.

M. K. Drewry, fSki iWisconsirt Byieeer25r(Jgriuarel®21)6666. spor t , o
32 Clipping fromDaily Cardinal, marked 20 October 1931, in Wisconsin Hoofers scrapbook no. 3, p. 6;
University of Wisconsin Collectiorhttp://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/W

BEThd'cdthmence me n tWiseorsm AlaninsMagaziré8 (July 1932): 312.
¥HApprove new s kiWisodnsinddumn Magazit# (Mavéniber h932): 50.
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including a femalathletefrom Norway>® The 108foot-long jump wasa popular
attraggion on campusntil 1957, when itwas dismantlesnd r el ocated to Madi
Park

S

i

Figure 9: Steel ski junp, built 1932-33.

In May 1940, studentgecruited by horticulture professor Franz Apktnted 800 black
locust trees on the knoll imaffort to counteract erosion. A  kaerd strip near the
University ski slide and adjoinintdpe lake roadvas plantd with two-foot sprouts, which
it is hoped will make the hill erosigoroof in three or four yeasthe Wisconsin
Alumnusreported®’

“ADedi cat e nWisegonsirkAlumni Magazirgd (March 1933): 174.

®pog t er Butts, AThe uni v e rWiscdnsin AumndMagazitRe(Jahuark e t o its ¢
1934): 101; A AVistoasmdlomanusSk (Ngvember 1957): 13.

AMuir Knol l E Wiscenisio AumBugloJulp ¥940): 839; E. David Cronamd John W.

Jenkins,The University of Wisconsin: A History, 192845(Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,

1994), 678.
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In addition to its recreational use, the ski juama Muir Woods wereasedduring World
War Il for military trainingexecises In 1942 Muir Knolwas t he scene of HAsp
maneuvers 0 dur i:ng whi ch

two platoons of infantry successfully stormed the ski jump hill under conditions
resembling actual warfare, t-ganpkdnes of th
marchingtrops[sic], and engineers set up barbedewire nt angl ement s and fil
mi n € Jhe platoons attacked the objective from two directions, one platoon

advancing through the underbrush of the heavily woodeid Kholl woods west

of the ski pump[sic] hill and theother from the less protected area of Lincoln

terrace®

In 1943 ski troops practiced winter tactics on the hill:

Commando winter warfare tactics were featuattthe ski meet éld at Muir

knoll February 14The ROTC ski troops, garbed in-athite uniforms, presented

a demonstration which included a machine gun mountexkisrin its tactical

maneuversin camouflaged positions, the cadets manned all types of infantry

weapons, wifial &i ewal Kueni shed the communicati
battle®

Undoubtedlythese maneuversade some impact dhe vegetation ansboils of Muir
Knoll.

Removal of the Muir Locust

In 1953, university officials determined that the moribund Muir Locust had become a
safety hazard and ordered it cut do¥WRresident E.BFred arranged for wood from the
tree to be turned into mementos, such as letter openers and‘gavslshsequent years,
Muir Locust gavels were presented to members of the Board of Regents and to various
alumni group$?

BHavens Wil buWiscongirRAludnud3.(JGly 1949): 348.

®ASki troops | ea Wisconsin Alineussd (Mpalrn943):254t i cs, 0

“John Hunter, fAFamed | ocust mladionyCapital ThmesdQrtsbiei ng me mor i
1953.

“R. Bruce Allison, #fl Wissrsa Alend0 (Septemtee198d)ud9r Locust , 0O
*2Minutes, Board of Regents, UW Aichv es, series 1/1/1, Vol . 15, 10 April
a wa r \Wiscongin AlumnuS2 (January 1961): 31.
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3 B e .

Figure 10: Muir Knoll, Bascom Woodsand Lake Mendota, ca. 194046. The ski jump is
visible above the treetops to the right of North Hall.

Figure 11: Ednah Shepard Thomas teachesmaEnglish class at the edge of Bascom
Woods, ca. fall 1950.
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Figure 12: Outdoor class at theCarillon Tower near
BascomWoods, ca. 1940sNote Black Hawk boulder between
Observatory Drive and the ®ated group
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Figure13A A Design Plan for John

[

Department of Landscape Architecture and became its first chair.
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Longenecker, UW professor of horticulture. Longenecker directed landscape planning,
planting and maintenance for the campus. He also served axecutive director of the UW
Arboretum from its inception in 1932 until 19661n 1964, Longenecker established the UW
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{_ﬂ'ﬂi UNIVERSITY 0F WEsconsin

e e o )

Figure 14: Plan for John Muir Park Overlook , designed 1961 by Richard E. Tipple. The
three-levelterrace area was installed in 1962Funds for its distinctive mushroomshaped

seats were donated by the Class of 1961. Tipple, who had graduated with the Class of 1950,
went on to becomehe university landscape architect in 1963.

The Social ScienceBuilding controversy

In October 1958, the regents directed the campus planning commission to determine the

best use of the wooded slope between Bascom Hall and Lake Méingiatas 11and

12). The commssion considered several possible scenarios, including clustering a group

of buildings around the Carillon Tower; developing a mall from the north end of Bascom

Hall to the lakeshore; or leaving Bascom Woods undeveloped and building elsé&vhere.

The Advisoy Committeeon Campus Wooded Areas isduereport the following

month* Il n February 1959, the regeSotidogwoted to p
Ant hropol ogy buil dingo at the western end of
east of the Carillon Towwr be preserved(ficuel3diJohn Muir Park

to be a laboratory for studying the plants and animals of the region and an
outstanding example of the landscape of Wisconsin. Such designation
would act as a guide to the Campus Planning Commission and as
reassurance to both those who value the unusual educational opportunities
provided by the wooded areas and those who cherish the beauty of the
campus”

“*A Co mp e n Wiscansin Alumnu80 (December 1958): 23.

“Advisory Committee on Campus Wooded Aiolegsts:
Eastern Portion of Campus, 6 21 November 195
for Board of Regentsd meeting, 17 January 1
“5Minutes, Board of Regents, UA'r chi ves Series 1/1/1, Vol, 620
Wisconsin Alumnu80 (March 1959): 8.

Il AThe Use
8 ; UW Ar ct
9

9) .
7

o -

Febr u:
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For those who wanted the woods | eft intact,
anything but reassuring. Amonigeim was naturalist James H. Zimmerman, a
newly-minted Ph.D. in botany, who saw in John Muir Park the ideal

| aboratory for nature study. ABascom Wood i s
accessible to the [UW] student which was neither created nor funddimenta

atered by mamTo Mma&niwpuoltate the Wood is to ass
unscientific way, that nature can be i mprove

literacy of the land, natural areas do in fact have-lengn economic and
social ¥Yaluesé. o

A Committee for thd’reservation of Bascom Woods organized and asked the

Wisconsin Alumni Association to poll WAA members on the isEugw

president Conrad Elvehjem commented on the controversy atuhenA

Day Dinner in June 1958. M years on this campus have given meva

for its beauty that no man can challengela@ ny , ¢ El vehem maintained.
Meanwhile,RegentOscar Rennebohm continued to press for the

development of Bascom Woodstilihe left the boardin 1966 You canot

continue to ask taxpayers of this state tp $430,000 an acre for land off the

campus and |l et a |l ot of |l and with second gro
Rennebohm told his fellow regents, insisting
beautiful if the woods were cut down and the area built on, landscaped and

gad e n &d . o

Rennebohm relinquished his seat on the Board of Regents in June 1961,

around the same time that the trees began coming down on the western edge

of Bascom Woods. APart of Bascom Woods has b
theWisconsin Alumnusgi t o vide badly needed classroom and office space

in the new Social Studigsu i | o The gortion of the building contiguous

with the Carillon Tower was completed in 1¢6gures 15, 17 and 18} An

“®James H. Zi mmerman, AMuir Par kWiscansipAlumhugoc(May | abor at or y
1959): 17. Zimmerman held three botany degrees from the UW: B.A., 1947; M.A., 1952; and Ph.D., 1958.

His specidly was plant taxonomy, but his knowledge of the natural world was encyclopedic and his

teaching skills, legendary. After serving as a technical assistant to the UW Integrated Liberal Studies

Program in the late 1950s, Zimmerman took a position with Madsse publ i ¢ school s as a n
1977, he joined the Department of Landscape Architecture faculty, teaching classes in environmental

awareness. He died 28 September 1992 while tending a restored prairie on property he owned near

Cambridge, Wisconsin

““A Associ at \Wiscansim AdumouBOt(Julp 1959): 3.

A Of commenci ngWissangin Alurariugd (Julyi 1858); 70

“AOscar Rennebohm ends his ter nVissensirAlumagaiiely of t he Bc

1961): 48.
PANewi bdi ngs c¢ han gWiscansinfjumrs82 pJune 1961): 29, Accompanying the
story is a photograph of the excavation for the Socie

A Bui IPair igsdonsiin Alumnu4 (November 1962): 18.
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e.ightstory addition to the northern side of the buildinggwampleted in
1966(figure 16)>?

Muir Knoll overlook

In the meantime, landscape architect Richard E. Tipple (2925) designed a three

level areato be instakd on the former skijumpsitd. i ppl edés ori ginal pl an
May 1960,with final revisions made the following sprirdy perhaps in response the

installation of a memorial to Thomas Erittingham, Jr., nar theproposed siteThe

Brittingham Rune Stone, inscribed with lines from the Norse Edda, was dedicated in May

1961 by beneficiariesf the Viking scholarship prograffigure 25) Brittingham and his

wife, Margaret Cummin8rittingham, had established the progranmi@b2and over the

years had paved the way for scores of students from Scandinavia to attend the university.
Carved in Sween, the stone was shipped to Madison in T8@he decision to place the

monument on Muir Knoll may have been influenced by the proximity of the Rasmus B.
Anderson memorigffigure 20) which stands only a few yards west of the rune stone, as
wellasbythe knol |l 6s historical ties to previous
jump there.

Construction of théerracewas completed by July 196@artially funded with a gift from

the Class of 196(figures 14 and 20)The facility was intendedtmec our age At he
pedestrian traveler to pause and enjoy the striking view of Lake Menddt&raoutdoor

c | a sAtthestimé,tree species present in Muir Woods included ash, box elder, cherry,
elm, hickory, hop hornbeartgcust, maple, oak and willovdfficial dedication of John

Muir Park took place ofrebruary8, 1964. Ceremonies at the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin headquarters building included the unveiling of a John Muir commemorative
postage stamp.

TheClass of 1961 terracgas demolishedglong with the adjacent water reservaoir,
during November 2009. The reservoir $ites beemestored witHawn andnative plants.
TheClass of 1961 terracgasreplaced by the Robert E. Gard Storytellers Circle, a
limestoneseating area with views to theke. An archaeologist monitorinige initial
ground disturbing activitiedid not note any archaeological features

%2 University of WisconsinMadison, Department of Planning and ConstructRerspectives of a

university: A survey of the campaschitectural, historical, archaeological and memorial resources and

recommendations for preservati@adison: 1978), 72.

A Vi ki ngbsutpea yt \BiscOnsimAluinnué2 (July 1961): 445,

4 PhotographWVisconsin Alumnu8 3 ( July 1962): 2WisconsinJAummué5S¥Maich Tr i but e,
1964): 8. For another contemporary photographygiseonsin Alumnu87 (October 1965): 12.

John Muir Park (rev. 2015) Page28 of 55




University of WisconsinMadison
Cultural Landscape Inventory

The AndersonBoulder

The Rasmus Bjgrn Andersoonudder at John Muir Park commemorates the founder of
the first Scandinavian studies defment to be established within an American university
(figures 20 and 26)Anderson (1844.936), the son of Norwegian immigrants, was born
in Dane County and joined the UW faculty in 1869. He was named to the chair of
Scandinavian languages and literatur 1875, a position he resigned in 1883 to enter the
private sector. His efforts to improve the status and cultural prestige of Scandinavian
Americans were tireless. According to his biographer, UW history professor Paul
Knapl und, Ander Nosseblood nattogdnsidemihemselwes$ seadasis

ci ti zens dédMarohd, 2986siroMeadison.

The boulder that was to become his memorial @toed outside his home on North
Carroll Street, where gerved as a mounting blo&dr visitors arrving on horseback and

in carriagesAnderson and hiwife foundthe boulder in the Greenbush area of Madison
and had it moved to his residence in the winter of 188&.professoclaimed that the
boulder waghe petrifiedViking shipthat brought Leif Exkson to this continent
Apparently Erickson abandonehis shipon theAtlantic coast, after which Indians used

it in their travels to the Four Lakes arétere the boat was abandoned and subsequently
became petrifiedl shrinking materially in size as witned to stoneOn at least one
occasionstudent pranksters triedéot eal t he ship from in front
failed to budge the fivéon boat>> The erstwhileshipwas moved to Muir Knoll after his
death and dedicated dane29,1937.

A Leirfi cksonods b State JournalAudustdl8, $90h
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Figure 15: Future site of Social ScienceBuilding, 1958

Figure 16: Architectsdmodel of Social ScienceBuilding, showing 1966 north addition.
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Figure 17: Architectsdrendering of Social ScienceBuilding; Law, Law, Potter and
Nystrom, 196Q

Figure 18: Social ScienceBuilding under construction, 1961
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Land use

The park is used for passive recreation and for teaching classes in botany, landscape
architectureenvironmental studies, ecologyeology and ar{(figures 11 and.2). A

network of trails provides circulation betwegre Howard Tenin Lakeshore Path, the
overlook, and Observatory DrivEhe park is managed by the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve, a unit of the Facilities Planning and Management division

Spatial organization

John Muir Park comprises more than seven acres, mostly wobedVilliam H.

Sewell Social Sciences Building stands at the western boundary, with Observatory Drive

on the south and Helen C. WhHall on the eastThe Howard Temin Lakeshore Path

forms the major porhoundany (igure 19). hheovepoakisknéas nor t h e
the northeastrncorner of the park. From the overlook, paths lead downhill through the

woods and west to the Social Sciences Building.

Topography

The property slopes downward from Observatory Drive north toward Lake Meiitheta
gradefrom BascomHall north to the lake averages 18 percent, while the northern aspect
of Muir Knoll has an average grade of 66 perc&rBy contrast, the sidewalk leading
downhill from Observatory Drive to the overlook descends at the relatively gentle grade
of 9 percent. The highest point on Observatory Drive is 948 feet; elevation at the
overlook is 908 feet, almost 60 feet above the lake Rével.

Vegetation

Although oaks were the once dominant species, these trees have ceased to réproduce.
Plants not assated with an undisturbed oak forest dominate the groundlayer. The
relatively level area adjacent to the overlook is maintained as a lawn, which is shaded by
mature specimen trees. Many of these stately trees are identified by sighposts.
Ornamental shrudbprovide a buffer between Observatory Drive and the southeastern
corner of the park, while a small area along the eastern boundary is overgrown with
undesirable shrubs.

% Grades were calculated using féaot contour maps, accessédgust29,2006 via the Dane County
Land Information Office websitéattp://www.countyofdane.com/lio

*See National Geodetic Survey data sheet for the AW s
http://www.ngs.noaa.gov Al t hough the | evels of Madisonds | akes vz
Mendota is 849det.

®This is to be expected, because oak seedlings are in

dominance exerted by any one oak species is likely to be only one generation in duration, since other
species with greater shade tolerancewi# p | a c e i tVegetati@GheoBEWisCansidys. s

% Einstein, Daniel, edCampus Tree Walks: Bascom and Observatory Hélised sesquicentennial ed.
(Madison: UWMadison Environmental Management/Physical Plan, 1998),1D, 8
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Patterns of arculation

Primary access to the park is by sidewalk from Observ&iawe. Just east of the class
memorials, the walk curves toward the overlook, crossing the lawn. Pedestrians also may
enter the park from the lakeshore path via a rustic trail with log steps. Informal trails
meander through the woods. Trails paved witlvgirare covered with eroded soil and

leaf litter. There is no vehicular access to the park.

Views

The MuirKnoll overlook provides a spectacular panorama of Lake Mendota and its
shoreline. Views south toward Observatory Drive from the overlook are édffsr
vegetation, providing a sense of enclosure t
the woods and lake. Views from within the woods change with the seasons due to tree
and brush cover. From the southern edge of the park, the northern faGadeah Hall

and the Carillon Tower dominate the view. Helen C. White Hall blocks views to the east.
Looking west, the woods end at the Social Sciences Building, obscuring a clear view of
the structure. Due to the steep slope below the overlook, thengy iktthe to be seen of

the campus from the lakeshore path, while the views from Observatory Drive are
obscured by vegetation, especially in the summer months.

Archaeological resources

Personnel from the Wisconsin Office of the State Archaeologist (0&#ducted a

Phase | survey at Muir Knoll on AugusB, 2003(figure 28) They excavated nine shovel
tests, two of which produced flake and shatter fragments of Prairie du Chien chert. Muir
Knoll subsequently was registered asD-1208 on the state Archiegical Site
Inventory(ASI).%°

In 2004, George Christiansen of the Great Lakes Archaeological Research Center visited

the site as part of a campwade investigationAlthough the OSA had surveyed the

hilltop, the area at the base of the knoll remaingsiatl, Christiansen noted in a

subsequent report. His recommendations include additional testing along the Howard

Temin Lakeshore Path, fAand perhaps along the
He also called for additional archival research to idgmtifer potentially significant

properties. Archaeologist Charles E. Brown reported in 1914 that linear mounds once

existed betweeNorth Hall and Lake Mendofi The potent i al path of t

9 Wwisconsin Office bthe State Archaeologish Phase | Archaeological Survey of Muir Knoll, University

of WisconsiAMadison, Dane County, Wisconsihy Amy L. Rosebrough (Madison: 2003), 2, 8. For a

description of Phase | survey methodology, see Great Lakes ArchaeoR®gicele ar ch Center, f2004
Archaeological Investigations on the University of Wiscofdadison Campus, City of Madison, Dane

County, Wisconsin, o0 prepared by George-3%. Christi anse
®Charles E. Brown,nidimerths samrt ke | \WistbnsimAlusmiit y grounds, 0
Magazinel 5 (June 1914): 384. Br o wn é1815)j wind lived imBlorth Halva s | . N.
while attending the university in the early 1860s. John Muir lived across the hall. After gradvittitige

Class of 1862, Stewart joined the army and was stationed at Camp Randall. Afterwards, he taught school,

wrote for theMilwaukee Journaland served in the state assembly. See |
Wisconsin Alumni Magazirfe (Novenber 1900): 7476.
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l' i es within the over |l oo Kiangeo pointedoout. Aoyf
construction activities that involve earth movement should be monitored by a
professional archaeologist qualified to excavate human remains, he ddvised.

John

Note: Traffic noise from can
be heard throughout site.

Social Sciences
Building .
: Trails throughout woods

|Carillon T(;we ~ b >

= - - A R if A

u - . - : 11 Wooded area
i . 3 ¢ Washouts have occurred

and erosion problems exist
throughout the woods.

Collection of class memorials

Area of 2003 archaeological
investigation.

oward Temin
Lakeshore Path

Overlook

e View to Lake Mendota

» Overlook paving has dete-
riorated

* Steps and handrail do not
Lake meet ADA requirements.

" /' . Mendota * Vegetation frames the
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\ ‘w.“ 1 g g 5 5
\‘f‘ - ] * Slope is extremely steep,
j ~ causing erosion problems.
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Engineering Lab
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Figure 19: Existing conditions, 2004.

®GLARC, f2004 | n08s44i46.ati ons, 0 107
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Figure 20: Overlook, looking east, John Muir Park, 2004 (left to right): Rasmus B.

Anderson boulder, Clas of 1961terrace, Brittingham rune stone. Helen C. White
Hall is visible in the distance through the trees.

Figure 21: Looking northeast acrosssidewalk to overlook, 2004. In thebackground
is the roof of a reservoirbuilt in 1914 to supply water tothe Hydraulics Laboratory.
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Figure 22: Looking southeast along sidewalk toward Obervatory Drive and
Bascom Hall, John Muir Park, 2004

Figure23: iNat ur al Wo rcd markerchonbringsJohm Muir, 2004.In
2001, more than 30 historical markers were installed on campus to commemorate
outstanding achievenents and discoveris with ties to the university.The historical

marker project was funded by the UW Foundation as partofthee ni ver si t yods
sesquicentennial observance.

John Muir Park (rev. 2015) Page36 of 55




University of WisconsinMadison
Cultural Landscape Inventory

Figure 24: Looking northeast along sidewalk from Observatoy Drive
toward overlook, John Muir Park, 2004

Figure 25: Located adjacent to the Brittingham rune gone, this plaque provides
the following translation:
ifiTo a good friend, the way is not |l ong, though
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Figure 26: The Andersonboulder, dedicated on June 291937 commemorates the
achievements of Rasmus Bjgrn Anderson (1846936 ) , t he wuniirefer si tyoés
Scandinavian studies, 2004
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Observaltory priya

North Hall

Figure 28: Locations ofarchaeologicalshovel test sites excavated in 200Bgg-shaped

shaded area marks location of ASI site 47 DA208
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ANALYSIS OF INTEGRITY

Land use

American Indians once inhabited the campus area and built earthworks on the hills
overlooking Lake Mendota. Two linear mounds once stood in thebategen North
Hall and the lakehore. The abovground resources assaed with these moundikely
havebeen destroyed by development2003, archaeologists found gEeiropean
American settlemerartifacts on Muir Knoll, but disturbance at the site has mixed this
material with postontact debd. Further investigation wddibe necessary to determine
the extent of the archaeological resources present within John Muir Park.

During the universityods early years, the are
recreation and as a source of firew8dth addition to its uséor passive recreation such

as hiking, the park has been the scene of active recreational use (notably, the Wisconsin
Hoofersd ski jumping competitions).

John Muir Park also serves as a commemorative site. The first memorial known to be

dedicated there &s the Muir Knoll marker, a red granite boulder inscribed with the

words, AMuir Knoll, 6 which was presented by
foreground, figure 95* Class memorials from the late nineteenth century, originally

located neaBascomhall, and subsequenthglocated to the southern edge of Muir

Woods, where they are visible from Observatory Df/Ehe memorial to Rasmus B.

Anderson was erected in 1937. The Brittingham Rune Stone was dedicated in May 1961,

and rededicated in Septemb£9863.

Construction of the overlook area in 1962 supported passive recreation. The formal

dedication of John Muir Park in February 1964 reflected a renewed commitment by the

university to maintain the property as a natural botanical library not to toelsid by

devel opment. @AWe have here a |iving document
just beginning to read biology, o6 declared bo

pY

encyclopedia for tHose more knowledgeabl e. o

83 Merle Curti andVernonCarstensenTheUniversity of WisconsimA History, 18481925(Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1949),; 18 8; @ Do yWisconsireAtummud7dAudsd 1936):
349.

“The official name is unclear. The memorial has been

Boul der. 60 At the time of its dedication, it was call e

mar ker . 0 See fAMui ri skWischilsin Aluendi Magaztr® (Aygust 29E8): 248.

®The tradition of dedicating a class ftombstoneodo dur i

t he urn of the century. Se eWisconsimiiuenni Magaze(lly Ex er ci ses:
Al

t
1900): 437: Alt is worthy of notice that this year tt
the upper campus. 0
% E.B. Fred A University Remembe(Madison: University of Wisconsin, 1969), 80.
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Topography and respase to natural eavironment

The fact that John Muir Park has remained relatively undisturbed over the years is due in
large part to its location atop a knoll and steep slope overlooking Lake Mendota. Before
the arrival of EuropeaAmerican settlers, the sitvas frequented by Native people, who
built earthworkghere.Vegetation at that time of the U. S. government land survey
consisted of mixed prairie and oak savannt watches of hazel underbrugim

extensive marsh system was located less than aantie twest, providing a food source

to both Indians and white settlers. Muir Knoll caps a small bench that projects northward
from the summit of Bascom Hill, a large drumlin to which early settlers referred as
Madi sonbdés fAsecond heplytownvarMatiagradé of 60td75s | opes s
percent) on its northern and eastern flatfkEhe northern slope, which once dropped
directly to the southern shore of Lake Mendota, is severely eroded.

Vegetation
In December 1834, when government surveying crews wmning a section line over
the future site of John Muir Park, they recorded oaks (black, white and bur) as the

dominant timber speciééUnder gr owt h al ong nearby section
and grass, o a combinat iaaksammniBascenmHilng t he pr e
formerly known as College Hill, was stil!l re
hiding place for stock of all kinds, o recal/l

Winterbotham (1848.922). Cattle that had wandered amayof m near by homes Ac
eat acorns, drink lake water, wade through grass knee deep, or completely lose

themselves, or their owners, searching for them, in the thicket deeply overshadowed by

ther ge tr ees, 0 treechvas therfooest primeyiidBpetadtwih s

underbrush. ° o

Today, the largest trees in John Muir Park are red oak, white oak, black cherry, and
shagbark hickory. They represent remnants of the original forest cover, which would
have been characterized by UW botanist John T. Castsouthern xerit. The oaks are
not reproducing, however, asdme ofthe red oaks have been infected by oak wilt. A
wind shear event in recent years caused thregppand broken treetops on Muir Knoll.

Shrubs grow more densely thdmey would havé n John Muirés day; nor
species such as buckthdrave been present in the 1860srrently, shrubs cover from
25 to 50 percent of the understory; species include natives such as elderberry and

67 Office of the State Archaeologigtluir Knoll, 3; GLARC, 2004 Investigations,08.

% Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lar8lsj r vey or s 6 f1865/Tavn hiNotthe s, 18 3 2
Range 9 Eashttp://digicoll.library.wisc.eduFollow link toif Wi sconsin Public Land Surve
(accessed 1 August 2, 2006). See notes for line between sections 14 and 15, which was recorded on 7

December 1834.

®Surveyorsd field notes, T7N, R9E. For exaumpl e, see n
route of Linden Drive.
“L.S.W. [Lydia Sharp Winterbotham], M8scomin Early Uni ve

Alumni Magaziné (February 1904): 144.
" John T. CurtisThe Vegetation of Wisconsin: An Ordination of Plant Commur{itesiison:University
of Wisconsin Press, 1959), 132 ff.
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c.hokecherryGround layesspecies include hepagicwild geranium, columbindackin-

thepul pit, mayappl e, ench aleaf, earlydrneadowirgehfdlse h a d e,

So | o m-sealpwdite baneberry, white snakeroot, and goldenrods (zigzag aheb&m
Although diverse, native species are span the ground layer.

Vegetation adjacent to the overlook includes mown lawn and mature Europeaadarch,
well as other tree specieggfire 24). Over the years, this area has undergone the most
disturbance, with construction of the ski jumps andoterlook.

Patterns of arculation

The sidewalk leading from Observatory Drive to the overlook has been present since
1962(figure 22) Little is known about the network of paths in the woods. Their rustic
construction is consistent with the overalacdtter of the woodsgfigure 27).

Views

The view of Lake Mendota is one of the most critical elements related to the integrity of
this site. The relaionship between the campus arekke Mendota was an important
influence on John Muir. Although the plantsdehardscape may have changed over the
years, the preservation of the camyjalee relationship is still vital and apparent.

Archaeologicalresources

The poperty contains a state listed archaeological 4i#€)A-1208 which has been
listed on the statArchaeological Site Inventory (ASI). Shovel testing in 2003 revealed
the presence of artifacts at a low density. Relatively recent debris is mixed with pre
contact artifacts throughout the A horizon, indicating a significant level of soil
disturbance.

Landscape features
In the tables below, landscape features are divided into three categories, based on their
contribution to the historic integrityf the landscape.
1. Contributing featuresvere present and directly related to the historic
character of the pperty during the period of significance; they continue
to contribute to the overall integrity of the landscape
2. Compatible featuresere not present during the period of significance,
but are compatible with the historic character of the property; theptdo
detract from the integrity of the landscape.
3. Noncontributingfeaturesbear no relationship to the period of
significance and may detract from
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TABLE 2: Contributing Features

Contributing features Description Condition
Muir Knoll boulder Red granite boulder placed 1918 Good
Woods The woodgprovidean important Fair
recredional and educational resource
Topography The park is situatedn thenorthern Fair
slope of a drumlin that rises above tk
southern shore of Lake Mendota
Views Panoramid.ake Mendotavista Good
TABLE 3: Compatible Features
Compatiblefeature Description Condition
Black Hawk boulder Erected 1913 Good
Class Memorials Boul ders and dt o]|Good
years inscribed
Kim bench Memorial to MinjiKim, 1999 Good
Andersonboulder Memorial to Rasmus B. Anderson; | Good
1937
Brittinghamrune $one Memorial to Thomas E. Brittingham | Good
Jr.; 1961
Wooden steps and railin{ On slope between overlook and Poor
Howard Temin Lakeshore Path
TABLE 4: Non-Contributing Features
Non-contributing Description Condition
feature
Robert E. Gard Limestone seating area, Muir Knoll | Excellent
Storytel |l er (overlook
Waterreservoir Built 1914-15; parget walls(figure | Poor
21)
Historical marker ANat ural Wonder s|Good
2001(figure 23)
Post and chain fence Along Observatory Drive, bordering| Fair
eastern edge of knoll
Bus delter Metal and Rexiglasshelteron Fair
Observatory Drive
Sidewalk Concreteleads from Observatory | Good
Drive to overlook
Metal post and woven Along base of knoll near lakeshore | Poor
wire fence path
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LANDSCAPE TREATMENT

Approaches to treatment

The Secretary of the Interior is responsible for establishiniggsimnal standards and
providing advice on the stewardship of cultural resources listed in or eligible for the

Nati onal Register of Historic Places. The Se

approaches to treatment of historic landscdpes:

Restoration attempts to return a property to its appearance during a particular

period of significance)Regoragonisnod ohn Mui r 6s

appropriate for John Muir Park because it would not be desirable to return the
property to its appearance ateoparticular period in history. To recreate the

|l andscape of Muirdés day would be i mpossib

descriptions or detailed maps from that period of the park area. We know next to
nothing about the Indian mounds that reportediyeostood between North Hall

and Lake Mendota. In the absence of documentary evidence, only archaeological
investigation could determine their exact location. Furthermore, returning the
woods to their Civil Wakera appearance might offend tweffitgt centry eyes.

There can be little doubt t hat the AUNI ve

source for fuel for students from North Hall and soldiers stationed at Camp
Randall in the 1860s.

Reconstructionattempts to rereate a vanished landscape to itsespance
during a specific period of significance and in its original location. Substantial
physical and documentary eence are essential to inform the reconstruction,
which must be identified clearly as a modern creation. This approach is not
recommendedbr John Muir Park, because there is inadequate documentary
evidence to support it.

Rehabilitation allows repairs, alterations, and additions that may be necessary to
accommodate a compatible use for a landscape, as long as features that convey
historicd, cultural, or architectural values are preserved. Rehabilitation is the
most appropriate treatment approach for John Muir Park. It would address
contemporary needs while maintaining features with historic significance, such as
the class memorials and ethcommemorative objects.

Preservationaims to sustain the existing form, integrity, and materials of a
historic property. This approach focuses on stabilizing and protecting extant
historic resources, rather than replacing missing elements. It is ajppeophen a
historic property is essentially intact and does not require extensive repair or
replacement.

2 National Park Servicfhe Secretary of the Interiordéds Standards
with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscape#ed by Charles A. Birnbaum with Chrigti
Capella Peters. (Washington: 1996), 3.
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Management concerns

Erosion

The trail leading from the overlook to the Howard Temin Lakeshore Path is in poor
condition due to erosion from runofortions of the woods also have eroded, due to
runoff from the Social Science Building and Observatory Drive. The slope below the
overlook also has suffered erosion damage.

Vegetation/invasive species

A dense cover of invasive shrubs limits the growftdesirable species throughout the
woods, as well as in the area around the retaining wall at the northern edge of the
overlook. No desirable ground cover is present to hold the soil. Vegetation at the eastern
edge of the park consists of opportunisfiecies may not be desirablég(ire 29 Zone

F). Maintenance of this area should be included in an overall plan for the park.

Views
Unless the dense shrub growth is pruned, views from the park to the lake will become
increasingly obstructed.

Commemorative objects

Most visitors to John Muir Park are unaware of the historic significance of the class

memorials scattered along Observatory Dffigure29 Zone B). These @At om
have no direct connection to JabmpmforMuir or to
studying the plants and animals of the regio
the sentimental rituals practiced during commencement week in the late nineteenth

century, when the student body was still relatively small and most ssuctargidered

graduation a deeply meaningful rite of passage.

Archaeological resources

Linear mounds reportedly once existed between North Hall and Lake Mendota. Shovel
tests by an archaeologist in 2003 yielded artifacts within the top 15 inches oif the so
profile. The find spots were listed on the state Archaeological Site Inventoryla&-47
1208 Muir Knoll. Educational and recreational uses of the park should be coordinated
to protect archaeological resources.

Maintenance

John Muir Park is maintainaghder the direction of the LakesreNature Preservia
conjunctionwi t h t he wuni v e rGoundygréws MaRdgenent poacy Pl an't
oversightlies with theLakeshore NaturBreserve Committee, which published a master

plan for the Preserve in March@® Theplanc al | s f or fAnaturalistic m
heavier useo in John Muir Park, a regimen th
|l andscape with Anatwuralistic vegetation capa
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u s eSMeanwhile, thamel U-style post and woven wire fenciadpng the Howard

Temin Lakeshore Path and in the woods is unsightly and potentially dangerous. The
design of theClass of 1961erracewas poorly implemented, resulting in a hardscape
incongruous with its surroundingEhe overlook area is unattractive and in poor

condition, and the railings are of questionable value. The nearby concrete reservoir is not
compatible with the rest of the park. In its current form, it holds littfeeapas a public

spacelf the reservai were incorporated into an overall design for the park, however, it
might become better suited for public u@gpdate: the concrete reservoir ablass of

1961 weraemoved in 2009. The reservoir area has been covered in sod and landscaped.
TheClass ofl961 terrackhas been replaced with the Robert
a sbne seating area with views take Mendotg.

Other concerns

Due to a lack of appropriatkei gnage, Vvisitors may misinterpr
its intended use, ant$ relationship to the Lakeshore Nature Preserve. Traffic noise from
Observatory Drive interferes with quiet contemplation and outdoor lectures.

Treatment recommendations

General recommendations
1. All design projects related to John Muir Park shouldié&eeloped through careful
consideration of relevant planning documents, on file with-M@dlison
Facilities Planning and Management:
a. University of WisconsirfMadison.Campus Master Plan, 2005:
Recreating Ourselves in Plagarepared by Ayers/Saint/Gross, Balore.
Madison: 2005.
b. University of WisconsirfMadison.Lakeshore Nature Preserve Master
Plan, prepared by Ken Saiki Design, Inc. Madis@006
2. John Muir Park should remain under the jurisdiction of the Lakeshore Nature
Preserve.
3. Consider developing anterpretive plan for the historic landscape.
4. Develop and implement guidelines to preserve important landscape features.

Recommended treatment
1. Rehabilitationis the recommended treatment approach.
2. Manage the landscape based on the recommendations provibioes 46, and
according to théreatment zones illustrated iigdire 29.
3. Repair areas where erosion has caused washouts.
4. Use hand tools for grading.
5. Limit activity around treatment site.

3 University of WisconsiMadison Lakeshore Nature Preserve Master PMarch 2006; see
ASustainable Management Guidelines, 0o 25, and fAFuture
downloaded from the LakeshoNature Preserve websitevw.lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu
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6. Plant indigenous groundcovers and igrowing woody species ire-graded
areas to help stabilize the soil.

7. When necessary, useartporary erosion control measures (erosion control
blankets, silt fences, hay bales) in areas that have begaded, until new
vegetation is established.

Archaeological recommendations
1. The report included with this CLR004 Archaeological Investigations on the
University of WisconsiMadison Campugrovided detailed information on the
many archaeological sites across campus. Please refer to this report for details on
resources withithe boundaries of John Muir Pdrk.
2. Modern archaeol ogical techniques dondot al
human burials. Should human remains or artifacts be recovered during
construction or treatment, stop work immediately and contact the Burial Site
Preservation Office at the Wisconsin Historical Society (60865802) "
3. Additional archaeological testing should be conducted at shorter intervals in the
central and northern portion of the overlook area to establish site boundaries. This
testing shouldnclude the excavation of at least two eneterby-onemeter test
sites to assess further the sited potent
4. Any construction activities that involve earth movement shoulahdeitoredby a
professional archaémist who is qualified to excavate human remdins.

" Great Lakes Archaeological Research Cer®@04 Archaeological Investigations on the University of
WisconsirMadison Campus, City of Madisppane County, Wisconsiprepared by George W.
Christianson Ill. (Milwaukee: GLARC, 2005), 14108, 144145.

> Wisconsin Office of the State ArchaeologistPhase | Archaeological Survey of Muir Knoll, University
of WisconsirMadison, Dane County, Wisasin,by Amy L. Rosebrough (Madison: 2003), 2.

® GLARC, 2004 Archaeological Investigationi44.

" GLARC, 2004 Archaeological Investigationi45.
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Figure 29: John Muir Park recommendedreatment zones 2004.
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